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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 03 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
x WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 25 May 
2007 has been entered. 

2. This Office Action is in response to the communication received on 25 May 2007. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5-20, 35-37, 58 and 60-75 are presented for examination. 

Specification 

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

5. There is missing the related application serial number(s) to the instant application 
in paragraphs [0005], [0006]. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

6. Claims 11, 16, 17, 68 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

7. Claim 1 1 recites, "the method of claim 9, wherein the at jest one specified show 
attribute concerns actors. Appropriate correction is required. 

8. Claims 16, 17 are duplicated. Appropriate correction is required. 

9. Claim 68 depends on the independent claim 64 instead of claim 4. Appropriate 
correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

11. Claims 1-3, 5, 7-20, 35-37, 58 and 60-75 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Barton et al. U.S. 2003/0095791 A1. 

12. As to claim 1 , Barton discloses a method for enabling a user to directly and 
remotely control a media-based device (Figure 2, DVR 110, [0010], [0037]) while 
simultaneously accessing related information from a web portal (Figure 2, a special web 
site hosted by web server 200, [0036]- [0037], [0051]), comprising: 

providing an Application Program Interface (API) (Fig. 5, the GUI 500 for program 
selection and is used both on the DVR front panel and is incorporated into the Web 
pages presented to remote users by the Web server 200, [0044] [0051]-[0056]) that, in 
operation, permits data (the program guide) retrieved from at least one database 
(Figure 2, 3, User database 220, [0028]-[0032]; Figure 4, in step 440, the web server 
presents program guide to the user after the user is identified and authenticated, [0048]) 
concerning the media-based device to fit a format associated with the web portal 
(Figures 5, 6, [0051]-[0056])\ 
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receiving a user request from the user (Fig. 4, in step 410, the Web server 200 receives 
the authorization key that is entered by the user, and uses the authorization key to 
authenticate any subsequent programming commands transmitted to the user's DVR 
110, [0045])] and 

in response to the user request, initiating at least one API routine (Fig. 2, the dispatch 
process) to retrieve from the at least one database the data concerning the media- 
based device (the program guide), while the at least one database is in communication 
with the media-based device through a network (a communication channel 140) (Figure 
2, [0039]-[0042]). 

13. As to claim 2, Barton discloses transmitting to the user information in accordance 
with the retrieved data (Fig. 6, [0049], [0051]-[0052]). 

14. As to claim 3, Barton discloses wherein the web portal is a web server executing 
a web hosted application (Figures 1, 2, web server 200). 

15. As to claim 5, Barton discloses, wherein the user request is in HTTP command 
format (Fig. 6, [00491 [0051]-[0052]). 

16. As to claim 7, Barton discloses, wherein the data concerning the media-based 
device comprises a channel line up corresponding to the media-based device ([0059]). 

17. As to claim 8, Barton discloses, wherein the data concerning the media-based 
device further comprises an electronic program guide based on the media-based 
device's channel line up within a specified period of time (Figs. 2, 3, local program guide 
260, event database 230). 
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18. As to claim 9, Barton discloses, wherein the data concerning the media-based 
device further comprises a list of shows within the media-based device's channel lineup 
corresponding to certain value of at least one specified show attribute (Figs. 5, 6, 
[00491 [0051M0053]). 

19. As to claim 10, Barton discloses, wherein the at least one specified show 
attribute concerns show titles (Figs. 5, 6, [0049], [0051]-[0053]). 

20. As to claim 1 1 , Barton discloses, wherein the at least one specified show 
attribute concerns actors (Figs. 5, 6, [0049] f [0051]-[0053]). 

21 . As to claim 12, Barton discloses wherein the at least one specified show attribute 
concerns Motion Picture Association's movie ratings (Figs. 5, 6, [0049], [0051]~[0053]). 

22. As to claim 13, Barton discloses, wherein the at least one specified show 
attribute concerns show descriptions (Figs. 5, 6, [0049] } [0051]-[0053], [0059]). 

23. As to claim 14, Barton discloses, wherein the data concerning the media-based 
device comprises values of show attributes of a specified show within the media-based 
device's channel lineup (Figs. 5, 6, [00491 [0051]-[0053], [0059]). 

24. As to claim 15, Barton discloses, wherein the data concerning the media-based 
device comprises a list of shows recorded by the media-based device -(Figs. 5, 6, 
[0049], [0051]-[0053], [0059]). 

25. As to claim 16, Barton discloses, wherein the data concerning the media-based 
device comprises a list of shows scheduled to be recorded by the media-based device 
(Figs. 5, 6, [0049], [0051]-[0053], [0059]). 
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26. As to claim 17, Barton discloses, wherein the data concerning the media-based 
device comprises a list of requests to the media-based device for recording specified 
shows (Figs. 5, 6, [00491 [0051]-[0053], [0059]). 

27. As to claim 18, Barton discloses, wherein the at least one database includes a 
box profile database containing profile of the media-based device, the box profile 
database being communicatively coupled with the media-based device (Figs. 5, 6, 
[0049/ [0051]-[0053], [0059]). 

28. As to claim 19, Barton discloses, wherein the at least one database includes an 
electronic program guide database (Figs. 5, 6, [0049], [0051]-[0053], [0059]). 

29. As to claim 20, Barton discloses wherein the at least one database includes a 
box transaction database containing information relating to shows recorded or 
scheduled to be recorded by the media-based device, and relating to requests to the 
media-based device for recording specified shows, the box transaction database being 
communicatively coupled with the media-based device (Figs. 5, 6, [00491 [0051]-[0053], 
[0059]). 

30. As to claim 35, Barton discloses the method comprising: 

receiving at least one function call (a programming command) from a first network (an 
Internet to the web server 200 in the personal TV service center 130) including a client 
device (a remote computer 155 or PDA 160) for receiving a user request from the user 
(Fig. 4, steps 400 \ 410, receiving user access request to a special web site, [0044]- 
[0045])- 
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in response to the at least one function call, executing at least one API routine (Fig. 2, 
dispatch process 240, [0040]-[0041]) to retrieve from at least one database concerning 
the media-based device, the at least one database being in communication with the 
media-based device through a second network (Fig. 1, a communication channel 140)\ 
and 

fitting the retrieved data, via the API, to a format associated with the web portal (Figs. 5, 
6, [0051]-[0053]). 

31. As to claim 36, Barton discloses transmitting to the first network information in 
accordance with the retrieved data (Fig. 6, [0049], [0051]~[0052]). 

32. As to claim 37, Barton discloses wherein the first network further includes a 
server for responding to the user request by making the at least one function call 
(Figures 1, 2, web server 200). 

33. Claim 58 corresponds to the computer readable medium claim of claim 35; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 35. 

34. Claim 60 introduces identical limitations of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected under 
the same rationale as in claim 1. 

35. Claims 61-75 introduce identical limitations of claims 5, 7-20; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 5, 7-20. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

36. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

37. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Barton 
as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of Sull et al. US 2006/0064716 A1. 

38. As to claim 6, Barton does not explicitly disclose, wherein the information in 
accordance with the retrieved data is transmitted in XML format. 

In the same field of endeavor, Sull discloses the information in accordance with 
the retrieved data is transmitted in XML format ([0098]-[0101]). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking 
art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Sull's teachings of 
transmitting information in XML format with the teachings of Barton, for the purpose of 
enabling the effective and efficient access (search, filtering, and browsing) to multimedia 
content (Sull, [0101]). 

39. Further references of interest are cited on Form PTO-892, which is an 
attachment to this action. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3901. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Hai V. Nguyen 
Examiner 





ANDREW CALDWELL 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



